[Use of Diprivan in ambulatory plastic surgery].
Numerous techniques have been proposed for use in day-case plastic surgery. Propofol combined with alfentanil bolus injections, or with local or regional anaesthesia appear to be the two most suited techniques for this type of procedure. One variation of it is becoming increasingly common: office surgery. It must be emphasized that, under these conditions, the greatest care should be taken in providing anaesthesia. Propofol has been granted a marketing licence with the following precautions: "The use of this product is restricted to anaesthetists working in private or public hospitals fully equipped with the respiratory and resuscitation equipment required for any procedure under general anaesthesia". Its use for office surgery is therefore not included in the marketing licence. Propofol's ease of use should not serve as a pretext to reduce indispensable safety measures required for anaesthesia. The rapid elimination of currently available agents, such as propofol, should lead neither to a reduction of postoperative monitoring nor to the application of less rigorous discharge criteria. These comments should be particularly taken into consideration in case of plastic surgery, where good results and not only the adequacy of the means employed are essential.